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Special Guests 
 

Lisa Mangum, Managing Editor, Shadow Mountain 
Lisa Mangum has worked in publishing since 1997. She has been the Managing Editor 
for Shadow Mountain since 2014 and has worked with several New York Times best-
selling authors. While fiction is her first love, she also has experience working with 
nonfiction projects.  
 
Lisa is also the author of four national best-selling YA novels (The Hourglass Door 
trilogy and After Hello), several short stories and novellas, and a nonfiction book about 
the craft of writing based on the TV show Supernatural. She has edited several 
anthologies. She currently lives in Taylorsville, Utah, with her husband, Tracy.  
 
Wish List: 
Shadow Mountain is currently looking for historical fiction/romance, women's fiction, 
contemporary MG and YA, cookbooks, nonfiction. 
 
Websites: 
ShadowMountain.com 
https://www.facebook.com/ProperRomanceSeries 
https://www.instagram.com/shadowmountainpub/ 
Twitter: @LisaMangum 

Bridget Smith, Agent, JABberwocky Literary Agency 
Bridget Smith has been an agent at JABberwocky Literary Agency since May 2019. She 
grew up in Connecticut and graduated from Brown University with a BA in anthropology 
in 2010. After graduation, she interned at Don Congdon Associates, worked at a 
secondhand bookstore, and read submissions for Tor.com. In 2011, she started as an 
assistant at Dunham Literary, and she remained there as an agent for nearly eight 
years. In her spare time, she runs, plays Irish fiddle, and co-hosts the publishing 
podcast Shipping & Handling. 
 
Marlene Stringer, Agent, The Stringer Literary Agency  LLC 
Marlene Stringer founded The Stringer Literary Agency LLC in 2008, following almost 
eight years with Barbara Bova Literary Agency. As a full-service agency based in 
Naples, Florida, and NYC, Stringerlit represents a wide range of commercial fiction, 
from children’s through adult, including thrillers, suspense, women’s fiction, romance, 
fantasy, mystery, and select non-fiction. For details, visit stringerlit dot com. Marlene 
lives in Naples with her husband; they have four grown children. In her spare time she 
enjoys beach-walking, birdwatching, and reading. 
www.stringerlit.com StringerLit 



 

@marlenestringer (Twitter) 
Manuscriptadventures (Instagram) 
 
Holly West, Macmillan Publishing 
Holly West is a Senior Editor at Feiwel & Friends, an imprint of Mac Kids, who edits 
books for kids and teens of all ages. She likes to describe her job as being a 
professional fangirl, as it consists of looking through all the pop culture shared with her, 
finding stories to fall deeply in love with, nitpicking over them obsessively until they are 
as close to perfect as possible, and then shoving them at others with great enthusiasm. 
It’s pretty fun.  
 
Keynotes

 
Charlie N. Holmberg 
Charlie N. Holmberg is the author of the Wall Street Journal bestselling Paper Magician 
series and the Amazon Charts bestselling Spellbreaker series. She is also the author of 
the Star Mother series and the Numina series, as well as five stand-alone novels, 
including Followed by Frost, a 2016 RITA Award finalist for Young Adult Romance; The 
Fifth Doll, winner of the 2017 Whitney Award for Speculative Fiction; and The Will and 
the Wilds, winner of the 2020 Whitney Award for Speculative Fiction, as well as Novel of 
the Year for Adult Fiction. Charlie writes contemporary romance under C.N. Holmberg. 
Born in Salt Lake City, Charlie was raised a Trekkie alongside three sisters who also 
have boy names. She is a proud BYU alumna, plays the ukulele, and owns too many 
pairs of glasses. She currently lives with her family in Utah. Visit her at 
www.charlienholmberg.com. 
 
 
Faculty 

 
Anika Arrington 
Anika Arrington is a devoted wife, mother of six, a Scorpio, a baseball fan (Go D-
backs!), and an unabashed pluviophile. Unfortunately, she lives in the deserts of 
Arizona, so she passes the time with her kids, going to the movies, reading, watching 
for clouds, and of course, writing. 
 
Her first novel, The Accidental Apprentice, was a Whitney Award Finalist. 
 
You can read her movie reviews, thoughts on writing, and other short-form pieces at her 
website, www.anikaarrington.com 
 
Adam Berg 



 

Adam Berg is a real human boy and not a figment of his dog’s imagination. He started 
his career in sketch comedy, spent six years writing and acting for Studio C, and now 
works for JK Studios. He’s the author of bestselling novel, Rainbringer, and The Broken 
Pantheon. Feed him cookies, please. 
Instagram: @heyadamberg (43k followers) 
 
Stephanie Black 
Stephanie Black is the author of twelve novels, most recently Bound in Shallows (#4 in 
the Natalie Marsh mystery series). She is a four-time Whitney Award winner for Best 
Mystery/Suspense Novel and a finalist for Best Speculative Novel. She adores the 
ANWA Conference where she can hang out with a bunch of people who understand 
hand-wringing over characterization, the thrill of twisting a plot, and the temptation to 
overuse semicolons. 
 
James Blasingame 
Dr. Blasingame focuses on young adult literature, secondary writing instruction, 
preparing pre-service teachers, and cowboy poetry. He is coeditor of The ALAN 
Review, a journal devoted entirely to young adult literature and sponsored by the 
National Council of Teachers of English. He also created the Books for Adolescents 
pages of the Journal of Adult and Adolescent Literacy, which is sponsored by the 
International Reading Association. 
 
Dr. Blasingame has served as co-editor of NCTE’s The ALAN Review since 2003 and 
has created the Books for Adolescents pages of the International Reading Association’s 
Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy since 2002.  He is the author of Books That 
Don’t Bore ‘Em: Young Adult Literature for Today’s Generation (Scholastic, 2007), Gary 
Paulsen (Teen Reads: Student Companions to Young Adult Literature) (Greenwood 
Press 2007), Teaching Writing in Middle and Secondary Schools (Pearson, Prentice-
Hall 2004), and They Rhymed with Their Boots On: A Teacher’s Guide to Cowboy 
Poetry (The Writing Conference, 2000).  He has also published over 60 interviews with 
poets and authors of young adult literature and over 100 book reviews in VOYA, Journal 
of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, The ALAN Review and English Journal.   
 
 
Melinda Carroll 
Melinda Carroll writes both romantic comedy and domestic suspense, because 
sometimes love is a fairytale and sometimes it's a nightmare. She lives in the sweltering 
Arizona desert with her husband and four kids who insist on getting older despite her 
protests, and with their array of pets including dogs, fish, geckos, and at one point two 
giant desert tortoises. 



 

 
To learn more, check out her website melindacarroll.com. 
 
Frank L. Cole 
Frank L. Cole was born into a family of southern storytellers and wrote his first book at 
age eight. Highly superstitious and gullible to a fault, Frank will believe in any creepy 
story you tell him, especially ones involving ghosts and Big Foot. Currently, along with 
his wife and three children, he resides in the shadow of a majestic western mountain 
range, which is most likely haunted. Champion's Quest - The Die of Destiny is Frank's 
13th published book. 
 
Darci Cole 
Darci Cole is an author and narrator in the fantasy genre. Her debut novel TARGET, 
was released in 2021, with the sequel, SUMMON, coming fall 2022. She has been part 
of Brandon Sanderson’s beta team since 2015 and will be co-writing on his future 
SKYWARD series with Janci Patterson. Darci has never lost a Harry Potter Trivia 
tournament, and currently lives in Arizona with her husband and four children. 
 
Rebecca Connolly 
Rebecca Connolly is the author of more than two dozen novels. She calls herself a 
Midwest girl, having lived in Ohio and Indiana. She's always been a bookworm, and her 
grandma would send her books almost every month so she would never run out. Book 
Fairs were her carnival, and libraries are her happy place. She has been creating 
stories since childhood, and there are home videos to prove it!  She received a master's 
degree from West Virginia University, spends every spare moment away from her day 
job absorbed in her writing, and is a hot cocoa addict. 
 
Tracy Daley 
Tracy Daley has been involved in the writing community in Utah since 2013, interning 
with Shadow Mountain Publishing, assisting Heather B. Moore in marketing and editing, 
and acquiring at Cedar Fort Publishing. She is the author of If the Fire Comes with 
North Star Editions in their I Am America series. 
 
Julianne Donaldson 
Julianne Donaldson grew up all over the world as the daughter of an Air Force fighter 
pilot. She graduated magna cum laude from Brigham Young University with a B.A. in 
English and a minor in Music. She has won several awards for her bestselling books, 
which have been translated into more than a dozen different languages. She enjoys 
teaching, playing the piano, traveling, and dancing to 80s music. She lives in Utah with 



 

her five children, a dog, and a cat. You can find more about her work and upcoming 
projects at www.juliannedonaldson.com . 
 
Camille Fairbanks 
Camille Fairbanks earned her BA in English Literature at the University of Lethbridge in 
Alberta, Canada, and has worked as a copywriter, proofreader, managing editor, and 
social media marketing specialist. Her essay “Divine Nature” was published in Fresh 
Courage Take: New Directions by Mormon Women (Zvirzden et al., Signature Books). A 
proud member of the Red Mountain Writers chapter, she has finally completed her first 
manuscript and credits ANWA with showing her how. She is a passionate hand-talker 
and if you ask her about feminism, sustainability, Jane Austen, or the Oxford Comma, 
you'll see exactly what she means.  
 
Dennis Gaunt 
Dennis Gaunt has been a writer ever since that fateful day he pulled a magic pen from a 
stone. At least, that’s what he tells people. The truth is that he has been working with 
Deseret Book and Shadow Mountain Publishers as a slushpile reader since 2000, and 
in that time, he’s seen it all and then some, and is eager to share what he’s learned. He 
has published books and talks for LDS young adults with both Deseret Book and 
Covenant Communications, and is also a youth speaker and teacher. He enjoys playing 
the guitar, going to Disneyland, and Godzilla movies. He also hates onions.  
 
Ashley Gebert 
Since her graduation from BYU, where she served on the staff of four student 
magazines, Ashley has worked with Covenant Communications in various positions 
within the editorial department. She loves all things story and is the founder and 
president of a local writing critique group. When she isn't editing, she's crafting her own 
stories, dabbling in everything from fantasy to suspense to historical romance. 
 
Kristy S. Gilbert 
Kristy S. Gilbert of Looseleaf Editorial & Production has been editing and designing 
books and stories for over a decade, and in 2021, she was named the first-ever Editor 
of the Year for the League of Utah Writers. She specializes in science fiction and 
fantasy editing and reader-ready book design for all genres. She is also the managing 
editor for Pegasus Books, Charlie N. Holmberg's company. In addition to her extensive 
work with fiction and trade books, Kristy taught print design and advanced editing 
courses at Brigham Young University for nearly six years. 
 
Jessica Guernsey 



 

Jessica Guernsey writes Urban and Contemporary Fantasy novels and short stories. A 
BYU alumna with a degree in Journalism, her work is published in magazines and 
anthologies. By day, she crushes dreams as a slush pile reader for two publishers for a 
combined 10 years experience. During NaNoWriMo, Jessica is a Municipal Liaison for 
the Utah::Elsewhere Region. Frequently, she can be found at writing conferences. She 
isn't difficult to spot; just look for the extrovert. While she spent her teenage angst in 
Texas, she now lives on a mountain in Utah with her family. 
 
Kami Hancock 
With seventeen years of editing experience and a second-degree black belt in Shaolin 
kempo, Kami has worked on everything from college dissertations to resumes to 
veterinary journals to books. Books are her favorite because they are the most 
challenging and the most rewarding, and she's pleasantly surprised by how often she 
gets to draw upon her martial arts training, even in unexpected places like romances. 
She’s been an editor with Covenant Communications for seven years, doing what she 
loves. 
 
Emily Inouye Huey 
Emily Inouye Huey writes historical fiction for children and teens. She holds an MFA in 
Creative Writing (Lesley University) and is represented by Caryn Wiseman (Andrea 
Brown Literary Agency). Besides books, her passions include education, the arts, the 
outdoors, and her family. You can find her on Instagram @emily_inouye_huey or at 
www.emilyhuey.com. 
 
Wendy Jessen 
Wendy Jessen is the author of “Hope and Healing: A Survivor’s Faith-Based 
Perspective on Recovering from Sexual Abuse,” runs a website for survivors of sexual 
abuse and those who support them (https:survivorshopeandhealing.wordpress.com), 
and spoke at a TEDx event on sexual abuse. She has spent a lot of time researching 
the impact of trauma on the brain, mind, and body, as well as attending therapy to 
experience healing first-hand.  Wendy also regularly talks to survivors of sexual abuse 
and works as a victim advocate to support victims of various crimes and traumas find 
recovery and healing. 
 
Clarissa Kae 
Clarissa is the former president of her local California Writers Club after spending 
several years as the Critique Director and Conference Coordinator. She’s a former 
contributor for Equus and editor for Writer’s Digest. She’s the author of award winning 
Once And Future Wife and her Victorian Fairy Retellings, A Dark Beauty and Cinders 
Like Glass. 



 

She and her family live in the agriculture belly of California with a farm of horses, 
alpacas, dogs, and chickens (where Adam regularly comes to visit). 
 
Victorine Lieske 
Victorine Lieske self-published her first book, Not What She Seems, in April of 2010. In 
March of 2011, Not What She Seems began its 6 weeks run on The New York Times 
best-selling eBook list. By May 2011 she had sold over 100,000 copies. Victorine's first 
romantic comedy novel hit the USA Today Bestselling books list in January 2015. 
 
Victorine and her husband live in Nebraska. She loves all things romance and watches 
Kdramas almost more than she writes. When she’s not binging a drama, she’s 
designing book covers for authors or making something with her extensive yarn 
collection. 
 
Annette Lyon 
Annette Lyon is a USA Today bestseller, Whitney Award-winner, and an 8x recipient of 
Utah’s Best of State Medal for fiction. She’s the founder of IN OMNIA PARATUS, an 
online writing magazine about Gilmore Girls. She’s a cofounder and the original editor of 
The Timeless Romance Anthology series and a coauthor of The Newport Ladies Book 
Club series. Though she’s well-known for her killer editing and word nerdery skills, her 
heart has always belonged to writing fiction. Her latest novel, The Girl in Gray, was a 
Whitney Award finalist. She’s represented by Jill Marsal of the Marsal Lyon Literary 
Agency. 
 
Erin Olds 
Erin Olds loves to travel, read, and drink boba tea! She currently lives in Seattle, where 
she homeschools her two young children. Erin is the CEO of and editor at Salt & Sage 
Books. With a degree in English and French, Erin has worked with authors of all ages 
her whole adult life. Her poetry and short fiction have been published in various journals 
and magazines. She is a hybrid published author, with several indie books out under a 
pen name and her first traditionally published book (still a secret!) in progress.  
 
Kelly Oram 
Kelly Oram is an international bestselling author. She was a Whitney Award finalist, an 
Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award semi-finalist, and has ranked in the top 20 overall 
on Amazon. She is published in 14 languages and has optioned two titles for film. She 
lives outside Phoenix, Arizona with her husband and four kids. When she’s not writing 
or spending time with her family, her nose is almost always stuck in a book. 
 
Michelle Pennington 



 

Michelle Pennington is a USA Today Bestselling author of clean romance. Because she 
was never good at making decisions, she writes contemporary, young adult, historical, 
romcom, and fantasy.  The genre might change but her characters will always be falling 
in love. When not writing, she spends her days quoting movies with her husband and 
making messes faster than her four kids.  She used to have a lot of hobbies, but then 
she got addicted to k-dramas. Michelle also teaches and supports other authors as one 
of The Writing Gals. 
 
Janette Rallison 
USA Today, bestselling author, Janette Rallison/ CJ Hill writes books because writing is 
much more fun than cleaning bathrooms.  Her avoidance of housework has led her to 
writing 31 novels that have sold over 1,000,000 print copies and have been on many 
reading and state lists. Her books are fantasy, sci-fi, and romantic comedy because 
hey, there is enough angst in real life, but there’s a drastic shortage of humor, romance, 
and hot guys who fight dragons.  She lives in Chandler, Arizona with her husband, kids, 
and enough cats to classify her as eccentric. 
 
J. Scott Savage 
Author J. Scott Savage is the author of 18 published novels. He has been a teacher and 
presenter at writing conferences for adults and youth, and has developed Common 
Core-aligned projects for elementary school writing curricula. He has presented at more 
than 2500 schools across the country, inspiring students to read, write, embrace their 
own creativity, and change the world. He is represented by Michael Bourret of Dystal, 
Goderich, and Bourret. 
 
Scott is the author of the Case File 13 middle-grade series published by Harper-Collins, 
and the FarWorld and Mysteries of Cove middle-grade fantasy series, both published by 
Shadow Mountain. Case File 13: Zombie Kid received a starred Kirkus review, was a 
Junior Library Guild Select Book, and was nominated for the Louisiana Young Readers 
Choice Award. It has also been named by The School Library Journal and Horror 
Writers of America as one of three middle grade Summer Scares titles for 2020. The 
first book in the Mysteries of Cove series, Fires of Invention, is a nominee for the 2017-
18 Young Hoosiers Award, and the second book in the series, Gears of Revolution, has 
been nominated for a Cybils Award. The third book, Embers of Destruction, received an 
Honorable Mention in the 2018 Foreword Magazine Book Awards. His newest book is 
The Lost Wonderland Diaries, published by Shadow Mountain. 
 
Scott lives in Utah with his wife of 34 years, Jennifer. He has four amazing children, and 
nine perfect grandchildren. He enjoys reading, watching movies, camping, traveling, 
and spending time with his family. 



 

 
Shauntel Simper 
S D Simper has lived in both the hottest place on earth and the coldest, spans the 
employment spectrum from theater teacher to professional editor, and plays more 
instruments than can be counted on one hand. She and her wife share a home with 
their four cats and innumerable bookshelves. 
 
Ellie Whitney 
Since the age of three, Ellie Whitney has been addicted to books. Her chocolate 
addiction formed slightly later. After earning a master’s degree in teaching with a 
certification for high school English, she spent over ten years as a teacher and writing 
tutor. She has published in various local, state, and national publications and freelanced 
as a line editor. Currently, Ellie lives in Virginia with her wonderful family, two haughty 
cats, and several stashes of dark chocolate. 
 
Michelle Wilson 
Michelle Wilson is an author, speaker, and storyteller. She finds joy in spreading light 
through her books, talks, conversations, and food. You can find her at 
michellewilsonwrites.com. 
 
Liz Wiseman 
Liz Wiseman is a researcher and executive advisor who teaches leadership to 
executives around the world. Some of her recent clients include Apple, AT&T, Disney, 
Google, and Nike. She regularly writes for Harvard Business Review, Fortune, and a 
variety of other business and leadership journals. She is the author of New York Times 
bestseller Multipliers: How the Best Leaders Make Everyone Smarter, The Multiplier 
Effect: Tapping the Genius Inside Our Schools, and two Wall Street Journal bestsellers, 
Rookie Smarts: Why Learning Beats Knowing in the New Game of Work and Impact 
Players: How to Take the Lead, Play Bigger, and Multiply Your Impact. Liz has been 
listed on the Thinkers50 ranking and in 2019 was recognized as a top leadership thinker 
in the world. 


